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WATTLEUP STONE CRUSHING PLANT 

Grievance 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [9.22 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Environment and it relates to the 
appalling situation occurring at a site in Wattleup that is being operated by a company owned by Mr Adrian 
Brajkovich. The site has been operating illegally as a concrete and construction waste crushing site for 
many years. I will not go into the details of the planning issue, because my understanding is that the Western 
Australian Planning Commission has taken action against the company and stopped it from its illegal operations, 
and the company is now appealing that before the State Administrative Tribunal. My concern is the continuous 
lack of action from various government departments on the dust levels that residents down there have been 
suffering. If I could, I would like to table a DVD that was shot by the residents to show the absolutely 
disgraceful and appalling levels of dust that these residents have suffered as a result of this crushing plant. I ask 
the minister to take a copy of this DVD.  

[The item was tabled for the information of members.]  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia Inc, along with Mr Adrian Beattie, a journalist 
for The West Australian, has discovered significant amounts of asbestos on the outside fence directly next to this 
company’s site. It is clear that this material has spilled over from the work that has been undertaken on that site. 
Four pieces of asbestos were picked up in a matter of minutes immediately outside that site. The asbestos was 
taken away and analysed and it has been proved to be two types of white chrysotile asbestos: one from the panels 
that were in older houses and the other from old asbestos fencing. I would now like also to table the scientific 
evidence documenting the asbestos that has been discovered immediately adjacent to the crushing plant.  

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The residents now face not only serious health problems created by the silica in the concrete, 
the bricks and the material from this illegal crushing plant—which they have had to put up with for many, 
many years—but also the possibility of serious illness caused by massive exposure to asbestos dust. It is not only 
the work of the Asbestos Diseases Society and Mr Adrian Beattie that has discovered this asbestos; after 
repeated requests to the City of Cockburn to test material on-site—because the company would not allow the 
Asbestos Diseases Society to go on site—the City of Cockburn has been on-site and it too has discovered a 
significant number of pieces of asbestos across that site. The council has proved that it is asbestos material and I 
put it to the minister that it is probably the same asbestos material that was discovered by Mr Beattie and the 
ADS outside the site. That discovery makes us ask: What has been happening at that site for so many years? Has 
it been an illegal asbestos dump in the middle of Wattleup? Has asbestos material been hidden in the 
construction material loads and then put through the crushing plant, covering all the immediate residents of 
Wattleup in not only silica dust, but also asbestos dust? Has the company been doing this deliberately? Has the 
company been hiding this material in its loads and then crushing and getting rid of this material illegally, but 
deliberately? Is the site in Wattleup a completely toxic site totally contaminated by asbestos? Is that what is 
there? We do not know, because every government department for many years ran away from it.  

The minister’s own department refused to help these people. The minister has a fact sheet on his department’s 
website that details quite clearly how to dispose of material containing asbestos. The Department of 
Environment and Conservation website makes it is quite clear how asbestos should be disposed of. A failure to 
comply with the process is a breach of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 and possibly a breach of the Litter 
Act 1979. The minister’s department representatives know all about this legislation because they regulate and 
enforce it, but they refused to help these people in Wattleup. When the Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia 
and Adrian Beattie from The West Australian took this matter up with WorkSafe, WorkSafe said it could not 
help them because they were not employees of the company. WorkSafe said an employee of the company, who 
may well be exposed to asbestos, first of all has to go and raise the issue with the employer. Do members think 
an employee is going to do that? Do members think that anybody on that site was going to do that? Of course 
that was not going to happen. So WorkSafe was not going to help the residents. The residents of Wattleup have 
appealed for many, many years to the Department of Health to at least come down, look at the site and test for 
possible contamination. The department has never got back to the residents. The Western Australian Planning 
Commission only became involved after the residents kicked up attention in the media over the dust. The City 
of Cockburn reluctantly and eventually took some action and referred the issue to the WA Planning Commission. 
As a result of the investigation by the WA Planning Commission, it was found that the site had no environmental 
approval and no planning approval. Everything that was going on at the site was illegal! Then the Western 
Australian Planning Commission took some action years later. The residents had been saying that the site was 
illegal for years and years and I sent letters to previous ministers about this issue.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: Including your own government? 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: That is right; including my own government. I am asking that the minister take action to 
help these people! 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [9.29 am]: I thank the member for Cockburn 
for bringing this issue to my attention and also last night giving me a heads-up on the area on which he wanted to 
focus, which is asbestos. I begin by acknowledging that the government does not condone unreasonable dust 
impacts on the community in relation to asbestos-containing material. Asbestos is regulated under the Health Act 
1911 and is enforced by local government environmental health officers and the Department of Health. The 
Health (Asbestos) Regulations 1992 require asbestos material for disposal, as the member knows, to be separated 
from other material as far as reasonably practicable and wrapped in plastic or contained so as to prevent asbestos 
fibres entering the atmosphere during transport. In addition, the waste must be labelled, and the person 
transporting the waste to the disposal site must inform the disposal site operator that the waste contains asbestos. 
The Department of Environment and Conservation regulates crushing and screening plants under the 
Environmental Protection Act. Brajkovich Demolition and Salvage Pty Ltd had a DEC licence for crushing and 
screening on land in Wattleup, and the licence contains conditions to prevent material containing asbestos being 
brought onto the site. 

Mr F.M. Logan: So what are you going to do about it?  

Mr W.R. MARMION: Let me continue. I have been advised by DEC that the licence for a mobile crushing 
plant located on lot 20 Rockingham Road in Henderson and operated by Brajkovich Demolition expired on 
11 February this year; it no longer has a licence. The company has now ceased operating at the site. The 
Department of Planning advised DEC in October 2010 that the Western Australian Planning Commission had 
issued directions to Brajkovich and other land users on Rockingham Road regarding illegal occupation—that is, 
no planning approval—and ordering operations to cease and the premises to be vacated within 28 days. 
Brajkovich subsequently appealed WAPC’s directions to the State Administrative Tribunal. The matter is yet to 
be heard by the tribunal. I have also been advised that Brajkovich Demolition intends to apply for a works 
approval for a proposed crushing plant and solid waste depot on lot 1 Rockingham Road in Henderson—another 
lot. However, DEC is yet to receive an application. In the event that a works approval application is received by 
DEC, it will be advertised for public comment. All submissions will be considered by DEC before a decision is 
made on the works approval. DEC does not intend making a decision on any application for a works approval or 
licence unless or until either WAPC or the State Administrative Tribunal makes a determination on the planning 
matters. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Minister, you’ve got contaminated soil. What are you going to do about it? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I am getting to that. I expect that future approvals granted by the Department of 
Planning, DEC and the City of Cockburn will ensure that appropriate conditions are imposed to minimise 
emissions that have the potential to impact on nearby residents, if indeed a licence is given. 

Under the Western Australia Planning Commission — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What will you do if they don’t honour the licence conditions? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Can I continue, Mr Speaker? The City of Cockburn is managing off-site dust impacts 
under sand drift and dust management provisions of the City of Cockburn (Local Government Act) Amendment 
Local Law 2010. DEC is actively working with other agencies to manage the dust issue in Wattleup. 

On 20 August 2010, to get to the member’s point, a DEC officer with extensive industry experience inspected 
Brajkovich Demolition and Salvage Pty Ltd to determine whether any asbestos-containing material was on the 
site. The officer thoroughly checked rubble stockpiles and examined closely any material vaguely resembling 
asbestos. Approximately 20 pieces of material were examined; however, no asbestos was found. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Well, that shows you how useless they are! 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I have more to say. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Mr Speaker, they have been there three times. This is the first time! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I think everybody in this place would understand and appreciate that 
you have a genuine grievance, but the opportunity is provided now to the minister to respond. I am sure you will 
want to have dialogue with the minister afterwards and maybe raise some particular points that within this time 
frame he does not have the opportunity to get to. But I think everybody in this place would appreciate this issue 
being dealt with not by yelling at each other but by the minister providing a reasoned response. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I did not interject on any of the comments of the member for 
Cockburn. 
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On 20 August a DEC officer examined the site and took away 20 pieces of material, and they did not find any 
asbestos. On 6 December a DEC officer in the City of Cockburn’s environmental health office attended the site 
again in response to a complaint about alleged asbestos. In the presence of the complainant, material was 
collected, placed in a DEC evidence bag and provided to the City of Cockburn, which tested the material and 
confirmed again that it was not asbestos. However, on a third occasion, on 14 December, DEC carried out a 
further inspection with the City the Cockburn at the Brajkovich Demolition site. DEC officers found what they 
thought were three small pieces of asbestos cement material on the site in an uncrushed stockpile of building 
material, which in total were approximately the size of a small envelope. Laboratory analysis confirmed the 
material contained asbestos.  

The Department of Health advises that asbestos cement building products generally contain 10 per cent to 15 per 
cent of asbestos by weight, bound in a cement matrix. Fragments of these materials normally present a very low 
public health risk. The Department of Health’s brochure “Management of Small Scale, Low Risk Soil Asbestos 
Contamination” states that less than 10 square centimetres of asbestos cement sheeting per square metre of 
surface area is very low risk. In such cases, all visible asbestos, cement fragments, should be removed and placed 
in a labelled, heavy-duty plastic bag for disposal. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Minister, the City of Cockburn found material last week. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I am just reporting — 

Mr F.M. Logan: I am asking you to take some action. That is what a grievance is. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I will examine the evidence the member put on the table—the disk. 

Mr F.M. Logan: And the scientific evidence. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Sure, if I can get copies of that today, and I will make sure that DEC follows up if 
further asbestos has been found. It has the ability to stop work on the site. However, no work is happening at the 
moment, because Brajkovich has no licence. 

Mr F.M. Logan: What I am putting to you, minister, is that I believe the entire site is totally contaminated. I do 
not know what your inspectors have been doing, but the whole site is contaminated. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The advice I have—indeed this might change that—is the evidence DEC has from three 
site visits. On the third visit, DEC found some small amounts of asbestos, which is of concern, but three small 
pieces is not enough to make the site a contaminated site. However, if there is more on the site and the member 
can show — 

[Member’s time expired.] 
 


